Chapter 8

The Party Leadership versus
an Independent Marxist

For about a year thereafter I cut myself off entirely from political
contacts. Owing to the compulsions of my personal life I became
once again a vagrant and roamed around. For a while I studied
Tamil. I interested myself in literature. Even there I was confronted
by the Dravida Munnetra Kazhagam.
I knew that a few comrades of the Communist Party mentioned
earlier had prepared a document analyzing the class composition of
the DMK, its political slant and its place in society. The document
had been sent to the provincial committee for its scrutiny. I had
participated in the discussions among the comrades in connection
with the preparation of the document. (I cannot remember whether
I was one of the signatories .to the document. In any event, that is
not a matter of any importance,) I now realize from every single
happening how correct was the analysis that was made in the
document. What a crucial warning had the provincial committee
chosen to ignore!
For long I kept a copy of the document in my possession. Many
points made in it might be wrong. But even now I remain convinced
that its basic analysis was entirely sound.
Whether I was involved in politics or not, I had been a perennial
enemy of the Dravida Kazhagam and the Dravida Munnetra
Kazhagam. I cannot go along with those who go along with the
DK and the DMK. I found some sort of identity with those who
opposed them.
"The DMK is not a political movement. It is a 'social-cultural
menace', threatening human dignity, social development, Indian